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A few words from the Owner/Broker, Amanda L. Grover, SFR 
American’s Agree: Real Estate Best Long-Term Investment     
Signaling growing confidence in the housing recovery, a majority of 

Americans once again named real estate the best long-term investment 
– a trend now continued for two consecutive years, according to a re-

cently released Gallup poll.  Real estate edged out long-term investment 

options like stocks/mutual funds, gold, savings accounts/CDs and 

bonds, with 31 percent of Americans favoring housing for long-term 

gains. 25% of Americans named stocks/mutual funds as the best invest-

ment long-term. Gold dropped from frontrunner in 2011 and 2012 to 

third, while savings accounts/CDs fell to 15 percent. Bonds dipped to 

just 6%.  The findings represent a significant change in consumer senti-

ment akin to the ongoing recovery. Notably, more Americans preferred savings accounts/CDs in 2012, as financial se-

curity remained critical for many in the wake of the crash.  Moreover, all major gender, age and income groups topped 

or tied the preference for real estate, coinciding with a number of recent initiatives set to increase opportunities for a 

diverse range of would-be buyers. These include the Fannie and Freddie backed three percent down payment program 

and the reassessment of credit structures that have historically prevented borrowers from obtaining a mortgage. 

The Gallup poll was conducted April 9-12, 2015 from a random sample of 1,015 adults aged 18 and older living in all 

50 U.S. states and the District of Columbia. Rerived from RISMedia. 

Would you throw away $20,000?  
You are if you’re letting your 
home age faster than it should. 
Here’s a simple maintenance 
strategy to keep your home 
young.  Would you rather spend 
$4 or $5,000? A cheap tube of 
caulk can prevent expensive mold 
damage and rot caused by water, 
your home’s No. 1 enemy.  

You know how Dr. Oz says that if you keep your body fit and your mind nimble, 
you’re likely younger than your chronological years? The same principle applies to 
your house. 
 
An out-of-shape house is older than its years and could lose 10% of its appraised 
value, says Mack Strickland, an appraiser and real estate agent in Chester, Va. 
That’s a $15,000 to $20,000 adjustment for the average home. 
 
But good maintenance can even add value. A study out of the University of Con-
necticut and Syracuse University finds that regular maintenance increases the 
value of a home by about 1% each year. 
 
So if you’ve been deferring maintenance, or just need a good strategy to stay on 
top of it, here’s the simplest way to keep your home in good health. 
Focus on Your Home’s #1 Enemy. 
 
If you focus on nothing else, focus on moisture — your home’s No. 1 enemy. 
Water can destroy the integrity of your foundation, roof, walls, and floors — your 
home’s entire structure. So a leaky gutter isn’t just annoying; it’s compromising 
your foundation.   (continued on page 2) 
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ally to pay for maintenance. On a 

$200,000 house, that’s $2,000 to 

$6,000 a year. Yes, that’s a big nut.  

Alternatively, make it a goal to save 

enough money to do a major re-

placement project, so the bill won’t 

catch you off guard. Probably the 

biggest single replacement project 

you’ll have is your roof or siding.  

You can build up this fund over 

several years by paying yourself a 

monthly assessment — whatever 

you can manage. Keep it in a sepa-

rate account to avoid the temptation 

to tap it for hockey tickets or other 

impulse buys.   

If you need to replace the roof be-

fore you have a fund, an equity loan 

is an option. But consider very care-

fully.  

If you’re practicing maintenance in 

the way we’ve outlined here, you 

won’t need $2,000 per year to man-

age your home’s natural aging proc-

ess.  Some routine tasks, such as 

cleaning rain gutters and changing 

furnace filters, could cost you $300 

or less per year. 

Your house takes care of you — not 

just for shelter but as a financial 

asset.  Return the favor and keep it 

hale and hearty by caring for it with 

regular maintenance. 

By Laura Edge 

Read more: http://

www.houselogic.com/home-advice/

maintenance-repair/home-

maintenance-schedule/

#ixzz3jwwPUZjX  

Follow us: @HouseLogic on Twitter 

| HouseLogic on Facebook 

 

 

 

 

lems, such as termites and other 

wood-destroying insects, that can 

cause costly damage.   

 

If You Want to Take Home Mainte-

nance to the Next Level … 

If you’re a geek about home mainte-

nance like we are, and you want to 

do more than water patrol, these 

ideas will help you keep your house 

in great shape.  Give yourself an 

incentive to do maintenance. Main-

tenance is your springboard to sexier 

projects like a kitchen remodel or 

basement makeover. So plan a room

-per-year redo. This way you’re 

maintaining, fixing, and improving.         

For example:   

In your basement:   

Check for dark stains that could 

signal plumbing leaks. If you find 

any leaks, fix them.  

Check your ductwork for leaks that 

are wasting energy.   

Clean the lint out of the dryer vent. 

The machine will last longer, and 

you’ll help prevent fires.   

Caulk and seal basement windows to 

stop air leaks.  Once your space is 

moisture sealed, you can start con-

verting it into a family room or other 

livable space.   

Add a basement ceiling.  Brighten it 

up with paint. 

   

In your kitchen:  Clean out all the 

cabinets, then wipe them down. It’s 

a great way to purge and get organ-

ized.   

Take a good look under your kitchen 

sink. Remove all the wastebaskets 

and cleaning supplies to help you 

spot any leaks, and fix them.   

Pull out the fridge to give that yucky 

alcove a thorough cleaning. Check 

the drip pan for moisture that can 

spawn mold growth.   

Update cabinet hardware and adjust 

hinges if necessary.   

Re-caulk the seam between your 

backsplash and wall to keep mois-

ture out. To give your whole kitchen 

a low-cost facelift, how about a new 

backsplash?   

Re-paint the walls using paint with a 

tough, semi-gloss sheen that stands 

up to repeated cleanings and resists 

moisture.    

 

Keep a maintenance fund. Some 

sources say you should save 1% to 

3% of your initial house price annu-

Here’s how:  Follow This Easy 4-

Step Routine  

1.  When it rains, actively pay atten-

tion. Are your gutters overflowing? 

Is water flowing away from your 

house like it should? Is water com-

ing inside?   

2.  After heavy rains and storms, do 

a quick inspection of your roof, sid-

ing, foundation, windows, doors, 

ceilings, and basement to spot any 

damage or leaks.   

3.  Use daylight savings days or the 

spring and fall equinox to remind 

you to check and test water-related 

appliances like your washer, refrig-

erator, water heater, HVAC 

(condensation in your HVAC can 

cause leaks) or swamp cooler, and 

sump pump. It’s also a great time to 

do regular maintenance on them. 

Inspect any outdoor spigots and 

watering systems for leaks, too.   

4.  Repair any damage and address 

any issues and leaks ASAP.  Don’t 

procrastinate when you spot minor 

leaks or drips inside your house. 

Ongoing small leaks can slowly 

erode pipes and fixtures, and even 

cause mold and mildew issues you 

won’t notice until it’s too late.  Say 

you’ve got a bit of cracked caulk 

around the kitchen window. It may 

not seem like much, but behind that 

caulk, water could get into your 

sheathing, causing mold damage and 

rot. Before you know it, you’re look-

ing at a $5,000 repair that could 

have been prevented by a $4 tube of 

caulk and a half hour of your time.  

  

To help you with this routine, we 

have several guides with specifics 

and tips: (for guides, visit the web-

site at the end of this article.)   

How to Prevent Water Damage   

Inspecting and Maintaining Your 

Roof 

How to Inspect Windows and Doors 

for Leaks 

Spotting Foundation Problems   

How to Help Your Appliances Last 

Longer   

Caring for Siding  

Once you settle into a routine, it 

becomes easier to handle other 

maintenance tasks, which will only 

do more to protect and enhance your 

home’s value. Plus, you’ll get to 

know your home better, which will 

help you spot other one-off prob-
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“The  best 

teachers are 

those that 

show you 

where to look, 

but don’t tell 

you what to 

see.”   

Alexandra K. Trenfor 
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amandalgrover@ 

gmail.com  

   

Sandy King 

Associate Broker  

Office Ext. 202 

Cell: 585-703-4714 

sandrajking@ 
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Dan King 

Lic. Salesperson 

Office Ext. 208 
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dlking@ 
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Travis Grover 
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Trades 
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Cell: 315-651-2132 
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Hard to believe summer is over, we’ve taught 

the grandsons to Kayak and hike in the Adi-

rondacks.  We love the fall and look for-

ward to the change in seasons.  Maybe the 

grass will stop growing long enough for us 

to do something other than mow lawn.  Look-

ing forward to doing another buyer’s seminar 

this fall!  Give us a call if you are looking to 

sell or buy we’d be happy to help!  

As fall fast approaches I am 

looking forward to fresh 

apples, and watching the 

leaves turn. As the nights 

get cooler, campfires are 

great too!  The holidays are 

almost here! Halloween, 

Thanksgiving and  

xmas! Getting ready for a 

different kind of busy!         

Sue Polizzi 

Lic. Salesperson 

Office Ext. 203 

Cell: 585-794-2895 

polizzisusan@ 

yahoo.com 

 

All too soon, the seasons 

start to change again. It is 

wonderful there is autumn 

with its beautiful colors be-

fore we head into winter, 

which I don’t look forward 

to.  I do, however, enjoy shar-

ing football with my son!  We 

should always look for the 

positives in life.  Here I am, 

positively waiting to hear 

from you to tell me your real 

estate needs!  : )  Give me a 

call!   

Reflecting on the peak season coming to a close, 

we're grateful for all the successful closings 

and happy new homeowners we've seen through! 

We're so very grateful for the hard work from our 

entire team and are looking forward to the fall 

market! Walking land in the crisp air with excited 

hunters & recreation seekers, fresh cider donuts 

at open houses and getting things buttoned up for 

the colder weather!   

Calvin ruthven 

Lic. Salesperson 

Office Ext. 207 

Cell: 315-521-0884 

flxsold@gmail.com 

Where did summer 

go?  Had an incredi-

ble time traveling 

through Alaska in 

July and am looking 

forward to the 

change of seasons in 

the finger lakes.   

I am a bit sad that my favor-

ite time of year is quickly 

coming to a close. How-

ever, I am thankful for the 

great family times and the 

enjoyment of all that sum-

mer brings.  As we  “Fall” 

into the cooler  months 

and the beauty of the sea-

son, I hope to still  get out 

and enjoy the sunshine! 

Mary Ann Anderson 

Office Manager  

Office Ext. 205 

amandagroversassis-

tant@gmail.com  

Clarice miles 

lic. Salesperson 

Office ext. 204 

Cell: 607-738-5063 

cmiles141@frontiern

et.net 



Beautiful, Log Home with Horse Barn! 

JERUSALEM/BRANCHPORT – Beautiful Up-

graded Log Home w/Horse Barn on over 5 acres!  
New hardwood fioors, kitchen/baths. Fenced horse    

pastures, 28x32 Horse Barn with (2) additions.    

Horse lovers dream come true!  Call Team King 

585.703.4714 or 585.703.5835  $249,900  

 

100 State Route 245  
Rushville, NY 14544 
Phone: 585-554-6444 
Fax: 585-554-3816  
 

Custom Built in 2014 in Lakewood Meadows! 

CANANDAIGUA –3 BR 2.5 BA, kitchen w/ granite 

counters, SS appliances, breakfast bar. Open floor 

plan, gas fireplace. Master BR w/ walk-in closet, 

bath,  zero step shower & lakeview! Basement ready 

for  finishing w/egress. 2 car garage. Great value!!           

Call Sue Polizzi  585.794.2895 $279,500  
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Search the MLS 24/7!  

AmandaGroverRealEstate.com 

3918 Rileys Run, Canandaigua 

3087 Italy Friend Rd., Branchport 


